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LEGEND OF THE TETON SIOUX MEDICINE PIPE. 

The following account of what seems to have been an important 
tribal ceremony was obtained from Percy Phillips, a young full- 
blood educated Sioux, living on the Cheyenne reservation, South 
Dakota. The pipe referred to in the account is said to belong to the 
Sans Arcs division of the Teton Sioux, and is in the possession of 
Red-Hair, the keeper. The ceremony lasts about half a day and the 
singing of the ritual is of about one hour's duration. The ritual is 
preceded by songs from the medicine-men. The pipe when not in 
use is kept in a bundle which is about three feet long ; the pipe 
itself being protected by gifts or offerings which have been made 
to it, then wrapped with buckskin and placed in a bag of woven 
buffalo hair. The outer wrapper of buffalo hide has been replaced 
by one of canvas. The ceremony is said to be performed in influen- 
tial families when a girl first attains the age of womanhood and 
also when a period of mourning is stopped by a formal feast. This 
account is merely a fragment, but may lead, it is hoped, to further 
investigation. 

When the Indians were all living together in the east, near a great 
lake, they were encamped in a large circle. At that time there was 
supposed to be but one language spoken ; and there were chiefs for 
every tribe, one chief to every band. 

One day two young men went out hunting in a mountainous coun- 
try. At the top of a high table-land they found game. On their 
way down the hill they saw a woman coming towards them. As 
they came near to the woman they noticed that she had something 
in her arms. On approaching still nearer they discovered that she 
was a fine-looking young woman, carrying a pipe on her left arm. 
Suddenly one of the young men said : " Let us outrage her." He 
tempted the other man, who said : " No, it is not well that you 
should do anything of the sort, for she is of mysterious appearance." 
When they came closer, both men stopped and obstructed her way. 
The woman stopped and said : " I heard what you were saying." 
The tempter urged his fellow, and said : " Let us leap upon her." 
The other man answered : " No, you must not harm her." The 
tempter said : " Yes, I will attack her, for there is no one around." 
The other man said : " You may, but I will stand aside." The woman 
said : " I do not wish to stir up any strife, since I am on a special 
errand from the Great Medicine." With this she stepped aside, took 
the pipe, which was seen to be filled, from her left arm and laid it down 
upon a buffalo chip, with the stem directly toward the east. Then 



Legend of the Teton Sioux Medicine Pipe. 327 

she laughed and sat down. The tempter approached her abruptly, 
threw her prostrate, and as he was on the verge of outraging her there 
seemed to be a very great rumbling in the heavens, and there came 
forth from the heavens, as it were, mist which enveloped the place 
where they lay so that they could not be seen. There they remained 
for a time, and when the mist lifted there was to be seen only the 
skeleton of the man, but the woman came away unchanged. The 
young man who had stood at one side watching was frightened and 
started to run away, but the woman called him back. As he looked 
back the woman told him to go to the camp where all the people 
were and say : " A sacred pipe is coming to you, which will furnish 
you abundance in the Spirit Land." 

The young man went away as fast as he could, and when he came 
to the place of the chief he delivered his message. Immediately all 
the chiefs were gathered together, and they erected a tipi large 
enough to contain a great many people, and they made ready for the. 
coming of the woman with the pipe. As she appeared on the hill- 
top on her way to the camp, the lightning flashed in every direction, 
about her. So mysterious was her coming that even the dogs were 
afraid to bark. As the woman drew near, the chiefs gathered in a 
circle, holding in their midst a red blanket, with a white border ;: and 
thus they went forth to meet her. A little distance from the camp 
the woman stopped, and when the priests came to her they threw 
down the blanket for her to stand upon. All of the chiefs took hold 
of the blanket and carried her to the centre of the large tipi espe- 
cially prepared for her coming. 

The woman had with her the large pipe, and when she was set 
down, she spoke as follows : " This pipe is to be transmitted from 
generation to generation, and thus it shall be handed down to the end 
of time." The woman laid the pipe on a buffalo chip. Again she 
spoke, and said : " There shall be but one nation, and by that nation 
this pipe must be kept sacred ; it must be used in time of war, in time 
of famine, in time of sickness, in time of need of any sort, as an 
instrument for preservation. This pipe will be your chief deity. It 
must be kept by the best chief of the tribe, and must be attended to 
once a year, by the assemblage of the most upright chiefs. Whenever 
they open the pipe there must be made tools expressly, for handling 
the fire, a certain stick must be trimmed and handled by virgins or 
by young men of chastity, expressly for the pipe, a tamper, and a 
little spoon must be made to take up the fire. The pipe must have 
a wrapping of wool of the buffalo only. From the first enemy that 
shall be killed through the power of the pipe an ear shall be cut off 
and tied to the pipe-stem. The first scalp to be taken shall be 
treated in the same way. Whenever you are hungry my instructions 
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must be followed. Ten men shall open the pipe, to plead to the Great 
Owner of the pipe. Should the man holding the pipe do any wrong 
there would be a demolition of his whole family. Through the advice 
of your ten best chiefs the pipe shall be kept by the very best chief 
of all. As long as the holder shall walk reverently and keep himself 
in order, the keeping of the pipe shall be hereditary." 

As the woman was leaving the tipi she said that she was going to 
stop four times on the way to the hill, and the priests should smoke 
the pipe as she was leaving ; that the fourth time she should stop 
she would transform herself. The ten chiefs lighted the pipe, and as 
they were smoking the woman went away, then stopped and looked 
back. Again she went on, and looked back. Again she stopped and 
looked back, and the fourth time she stopped and looked back she 
turned toward the hill and ran, and she transformed herself into a 
splendid five-year-old buffalo, then disappeared in the hills. 

Now the chiefs assembled and held a council, so as to establish 
rules regulating the keeping of the pipe. They selected the best 
chief to hold the pipe. During the ceremony of the pipe he was to 
relate exactly the story that the woman had told when she brought 
the pipe to the camp ; nor might he deviate from or leave out any of 
her words. While the chiefs were still in council they secured a 
wrapper for the pipe, also all the sticks that were necessary for use 
with the pipe, all made by maidens. The pipe was then raised high 
aloft in the midst of the council lodge. The pipe was cared for with 
great reverence. No unclean woman might approach it. 

A few days after the pipe had been brought, there was a quarrel 
within the camp in which two people were killed. In accordance 
with the woman's command, they cut the ear from one and tied it on 
the pipe-stem, together with the scalp, and that ear and that scalp 
are on the pipe to this day. The same sticks that were made by the 
ancient people, as also the covering of buffalo hair, are still with the 
ancient pipe, which is said to be nine hundred years old. 

This pipe is now kept by an old Sioux chief who lives at the Chey- 
enne Agency, South Dakota, and who is about ninety-three years 
old. They say that when he dies he will have been the last man to 
hold the pipe ; that he is to go to the grave with the pipe. 

There have been offerings made to this pipe by different tribes, 
such as bracelets, earrings, rings, arrows, brushes, stones, and vari- 
ous other trinkets being given to the pipe alone, all of which are kept 
with the pipe. They say that whenever in need or hungry, the buffalo 
gone, they go to work and call the ten best men in, who go and plead 
to the pipe, having unwrapped it, and that within from one to three 
days thereafter they receive all that they pray for. Since the scatter- 
ing of the tribe, in times of peace the pipe is held as peacemaker, 
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and hence is sometimes called the " pipe of peace ; " but the people 

call it the "calf pipe," for the woman who brought it transformed 

herself into a buffalo, and the pipe coming from her must therefore 

be a calf. 

General Custer swore by this pipe that he was not going to fight 

the Indians any more. But the very next summer he met death, 

for he disregarded the oath he had made to the pipe. He who 

swears by the pipe and breaks oath, comes to destruction, and his 

whole family dies, or sickness comes upon them. 
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